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LETTERfrom Deacon Richard
As I reflect over the last two years of ministry at CCM Conway, the word "blessings" 
come to mind. CCM Conway has had a few of those the past few years. 
  
In August 2020, Bishop Taylor appointed Monsignor Jack Harris as our first Chaplain, and 
what a blessing he has been to our ministry. Bishop Taylor also appointed Father Joseph 
Friend (Ordained 8/15/20, and Msgr. Harris’ Associate at Sacred Heart in Morrilton) as an 
Associate Chaplain for CCM Conway. 
  
Because of physical distancing, our weekly Sunday Mass at the CCM Conway House 
was not possible, Father Tony Robbins offered St. Joseph’s Church as an alternative. So 
in August 2020, we began celebrating our CCM Conway Mass at St. Joseph's. What a 
blessing, a beautiful worship space with plenty of room for social distancing. And Father 
Tony extended this offering for this current school year. 
  
Witnessing students embracing their faith has been a tremendous blessing. Our first CCM 
Conway alum priest, Father William Burmester, was ordained in 2017. Currently, we have 
four former CCM’ers on the journeys to become a priest. Two are alumni of Hendrix and 
the other two attended UCA. We have had several students who have entered the 
Catholic Church through RCIA. We have also had many CCM alums who have either 
become missionaries or lay church professionals.  
  
What is the probability of these blessings happening if CCM Conway wasn’t on campus? 
  
Simply providing “programs” is not always the answer. True discipleship requires 
meaningful relationships and community to thrive, as well as one-on-one contact with 
campus ministry staff. And we cannot continue this mission to ignite souls, form disciples, 
and embrace service without your support. You make it possible to create opportunities 
for students to encounter Christ in real and personal ways. You also make it possible to 
provide counseling, spiritual mentorship, and encouragement 
by highly educated staff. 
  
I encourage you to pray and consider supporting CCM 
Conway through a monthly gift (by mail or online) so that we 
can continue to impact the lives of students, faculty, staff, 
parents, and alumni. Our members go on to be your neighbors, 
coworkers, healthcare providers, and fellow parishioners. For 
many, this is a life-changing crossroad moment in their faith 
life. Your support will not only build up the Church of today and 
tomorrow but your community as well.
God bless you!



FINDING Your Voice
Hello! My name is Alexis Smith, and I am a senior majoring 
in linguistics and teaching English as a second language 
(TESOL) at the University of Central Arkansas. I am also the 
president of CCM. 

To say that CCM has had an impact on my life these past 
four years is an understatement. My best and dearest 
friends are CCMers who also serve as my biggest inspirations 
for living out my faith every day. Through them, Deacon 
Richard and Kasey, and through the priests that have 
faithfully served CCM, my faith has reached heights I never 

dreamed I’d reach. I am so thankful for CCM for providing me with a community 
where I can truly grow in my relationship with Christ. 

In addition to growing spiritually these last three years, I have also grown as a 
person. Even though I am naturally very quiet, I was nevertheless encouraged to 
become a leader and have truly benefited from each experience. Whether it was 
being a small group leader, an Alpha Omega team member, or even helping plan 
and put on a retreat, I was encouraged every step of the way. And for this reason, I 
believe I have come to be more outspoken, sharing my ideas and opinions before I 
would hardly ever voice. 

Even during this pandemic, CCM has been with my fellow CCMers and me through 
online events, whether that was a weekly Rosary or Livestream or Alpha Omega 
or small group. I know this has helped me, but many others stay connected to the 
faith during such hard times.  

And while I only have a short time left here at 
UCA, I hope that CCM will continue to grow 
and do what it does best: reaching out to 
students and providing them with a second 
home, a place where they know they are 
always welcome. For that is what CCM has 
been to me: a second home. God bless!

MARCH FOR LIFE



WELCOME WEEK LOT PARTY SUMMER BOWLING NIGHT

SEPT SKATE NIGHT

SEPT SKATE NIGHT OCT SUNDAY DINNER

FIRST CCM MASS OF THE YEAR



WELCOME WEEK LOT PARTY SEPT SKATE NIGHT-ICE

SEPT SKATE NIGHT-ROLLER SMALL GROUP

WELCOME WEEK LOT PARTYWELCOME WEEK CALL PARTY



CCM CONWAY STAFF
DC. RICHARD PAPINI-DIRECTOR

FR. JOSEPH FRIEND-ASSOC. CHAPLAIN
KASEY MILLER-CAMPUS MINISTER

In campus ministry we have the privilege of walking with 
college students as they choose a direction for their lives. 
There may not be a more important period of their lives 
than the years that they spend with us. Our ministry is not 
only to encourage them to continue with a difficult and 
challenging educational task, but also to find a place in 
their careers for Our Lord Jesus Christ. These young men 
and women are choosing the path that will take them 
into the adult world and into leadership of our nation and 
church. The strength that they may carry with them into 
their own families and vocations is our hope for the world. 
What an honor it is to share this time with them.

Another academic year has begun and the excitement of campus life and Catholic 
Campus Ministry surrounds us. We look forward to the challenge of finding Christ on 
our campuses and in our personal lives. I am excited and inspired to work along side 
the staff of CCM Conway, Deacon Richard Papini as Director, Father Joe Friend as 
Associate Chaplain and Kasey Miller as Campus Minister. We are blessed to share 
the church facilities with St. Joseph Parish each Sunday evening that classes are 
in session. Celebrating Mass and the Holy Eucharist are blessings that lead all of us 
throughout the week. 

Please keep us in your prayers. 

CCM Conway Staff

          
           Dc. Richard Papini                  Fr. Joseph Friend                      Kasey Miller
                  Director          Assoc. Chaplain                   Campus Minister

CHAPLAIN thoughts



When I first came to UCA back in August of 1998, there 
was no Catholic Campus Ministry. I remember my first 
Saturday on campus when I wanted to go to a vigil Mass. 
I did not know any other Catholics, and I did not have a 
vehicle at the time, so I called the local parish in Conway. 
By chance, I spoke with a local pastor. I explained that I 
was a freshman at UCA and desiring to come to Mass that 
evening, but I did not have a vehicle. The pastor stated, 
“good luck with that” and hung up the phone. It was not 
the reception I expected, but after some calls, I was able 
to secure a ride to Mass that evening. 

The next year or later that year, Deacon Richard came, 
and the CCM house was open. The warm reception I found at CCM, plus the 
opportunity to interact with other young Catholics, changed my experience at 
UCA and life forever. Having like-minded Catholics around influencing my life made 
my faith stronger. It helped me appreciate the gift of being Catholic. Looking back 
now, the friendships and experiences I had at CCM shaped my life and still influence 
me to this day. I don’t want to imagine what my 
life would be like if CCM had not come to UCA in 
1999. Because of my experience and the benefits I 
received personally as an active member, it made 
sense to continue supporting the organization that 
helped me throughout my college experience at 
UCA. I began supporting CCM yearly in 2004 but 
later decided in 2014 to support CCM monthly. 
God has blessed me to continue that monthly 
support to this day. 

I believe in CCM Conway! And by donating each 
month, I participate in helping  to preserve the 
beautiful ministry and Catholic life I know it provides 
to each person that walks through its doors.

SEEDSof Hop e
 UCA graduate and member of the Society of JP ii, Monica Richard of Crossett, 

shares her passion for preserving campus ministry

COLLEGE IN EARLY 2000'S



Will you answer the call?

On the evenings of November 9th-11th our students 
will be calling you to share all the exciting things 
happening at CCM Conway and to share how you 
can be a part of this community. If you receive a call 
from a number you don’t recognize between 6 pm 
and 9 pm it could be us!

Not going to be home or just don’t like talking on 
the phone? Then swing by conwaycatholic.com to 
make your phonathon donation and avoid the call!

The Society of John Paul ii is a community for 
our monthly supporters, specifically those who 
donate online. Monthly online support is critical 
to the continued growth of CCM Conway. Thanks 
to these supporters CCM Conway can continue 
to develop major events and programs that 
become things potential students look forward to 
when they choose colleges in central Arkansas. 

The benefits of membership are personal thank 
yous from students, special events, more direct 
updates, and invitations to connect deeper with 
the lively community at CCM Conway.

Check out conwaycatholic.com for more 
information about online giving. Or if you prefer, 
contact Kasey Miller to discuss how to set up 
recurring monthly support.

SOCIETYof John Paul ii

PHONATHONNov 9-11



EVANGELICAL TRAINING CAMPAT THE OLD CCM HOUSE

FRIENDSHIPCONNECT RETREAT

CCM REUNION AT RACHAEL & CONNOR'S WEDDINGWOMEN'S RETREAT



FOUNDATIONSand Friendships

As an incoming freshman at UCA, the possibilities were endless. I was now an adult, and 
I could move my life forward in any direction I chose. CCM Conway provided me with 
a stable ground to call home: a place where I could share my heart, lean on others, 
laugh often, and continually focus on what matters most amidst the chaos of college 
life – knowing Jesus and His love for me.

As I look back on my time at CCM, the word that comes to my mind is "formative". CCM 
has formed me in more ways than one by grounding me in my faith and keeping my 
heart centered on God and His word. Additionally, it provided me with a community 
and lasting relationships. Because of what I learned through CCM’s Small Groups, 
Discipleship Training Groups, and Evangelization training, I have fallen in love with Jesus 
and the Catholic Church. I am so grateful for the way the teachings of the Church can 
help me live my life in joy and hope amidst the most unprecedented times I have ever 
experienced. 

Since graduating from UCA, I have moved to Memphis, Tennessee, and work as a 
teacher in under-resourced schools. I also got married to another UCA CCM alumni, 
Connor Deen. Connor and I enjoyed our marriage prep 
sessions led by Fr. Jeff Hebert and have been involved in 
Young Adult ministries in Memphis. 

I am so blessed by how CCM has touched my life and has 
provided me with lasting friendships and connections. 
CCM is a place that I know I can always come back to 
and has given me memories that I will forever cherish. 

 UCA graduate, Rachael Boysen Deen of Springdale, 
discusses the lasting impact of campus ministry



“Consult not your fears but your 
hopes and your dreams. Think 
not about your frustrations, but 
about your unfulfilled potential. 
Concern yourself not with what 
you tried and failed in, but with 
what it is still possible for you to 
do.”
       - Pope John XXIII
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